[Intensive therapy unit hospitalization: the patients' relatives experience].
The objective of this qualitative study was to understand the meaning of Intensive Care Unit (ITU) hospitalization for the patients' relatives. From April to December 2003, 16 relatives of patients admitted in the ICU of a teaching hospital in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, were interviewed. Front the thematic analysis emerged the following categories: the admission to the ICU; the impact of separation and family feelings of impotence; lack of consideration and reduced number of visits; patient's lack of privacy. Neglect and lack of consideration towards the patients' relatives by intensive care professionals were observed.